A personal message to all at ‘Teens Unite’
On the 18th May 2010, I was sworn in as the new Mayor for the Borough of Broxbourne, in Hertfordshire. A caring, thriving communty rich in history, culture and proud of its heritage. 
We are an Olympic borough for the 2012 games and home to ‘Teens Unite’ - fighting cancer, a Broxbourne based registered charity with a national reach dedicated to improving the lives of young people aged between 13-24 with life limiting illnesses. 

I am pleased to announce ‘Teens Unite’ fighting cancer as my chosen charity for the Mayoral Year, 2010 – 2011. This message to you is one I have sent out across our borough to help me promote the cause and give young people the help they need. 

I have pledged that my team and I will work hard over the next twelve months to raise awareness, raise the profile and of course raise much needed funds for a cause aimed at young people in a period of their life like no other. It is filled with change, adjustment and emotional unrest in which they display remarkable courage, in them ‘ills have no weight and tears no bitterness’.

I know as many as six teenagers a day are diagnosed with cancer in the UK. You as an organisation help improve their quality of life, working closely with a number of leading hospitals including University College London Hospital, Royal Marsden and Addenbrookes. 

It is clear when a teenager is diagnosed and requires continuous treatment it places a tremendous strain on all the family. Your long term aim is to establish the first stand alone Respite Home for teens with cancer and other life limiting illness in the Borough of Broxbourne and this will be the first of its kind in the UK. You will have my wholehearted effort in this endeavour.
In the short term, I am aware ‘Teens Unite’ help give teenagers quality time together on special days out, offer grants for hair replacement to teenagers undergoing chemotherapy and set up and facilitate a teens user group and support network.  

I have asked the peoples of our borough to take up the challenge and make the transformation, to champion the cause of ‘Teens Unite’ and ‘fight the good fight’. 

I know my community will not only make a difference but do different. 
Cllr. Mark Mills-Bishop, Mayor - Borough of Broxbourne

