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25 September 2008

Dear Sirs

Re Members Allowance Scheme 2009

I would firstly like to say thank you for being given the opportunity to make a representation to the Independent Remuneration Panel.

I would like to offer my thoughts on any potential increase in member’s allowances for the year commencing April 1st 2009.

I understand that the current level of members’ allowances in Broxbourne is generally lower than neighbouring local authorities. 

I am aware that for this years’ scheme an increase of 17.5% was recommended (and subsequently accepted) over the 2007 level, in part to bring the Broxbourne scheme more in step with our neighbouring authorities.

In recent months the economic climate has significantly deteriorated with the result that the personal finances of many of our residents are almost certainly under an increased strain.

Increases in utility, fuel and food prices and the generally low levels of recent wage settlements are clear evidence of the economic downturn.

I would like to urge that the panel to consider this if they are to propose an increase in member’s allowances. 

As local councillors we number amongst the “leaders of our community” and as such I believe that we should be sensitive to how large percentage increases in members’ allowances appear to the local taxpayer.

I would therefore ask that the panel, if it is to recommend an increase in members’ allowance, should apply restraint.

Personally I would feel uncomfortable with any proposals to increase the level of members’ allowances by any figure higher than the current inflation rate.

Many thanks for considering my views.

Yours Faithfully

Councillor Richard Clemerson

Cheshunt North Ward
