84 Hollybush Way

Cheshunt

Hertfordshire

EN7 6EP

Independent Remuneration Panel

Borough of Broxbourne

Bishops’ College

Churchgate

Cheshunt

EN8 9XQ






08 January 2010
Dear Sirs

Re Members Allowance Scheme 2010
I would firstly like to say thank you for, once again, being given the opportunity to make a representation to the Independent Remuneration Panel.

I would like to offer my thoughts on any potential increase in member’s allowances for the year commencing April 1st 2010.

I understand that the current level of members’ allowances in Broxbourne remain lower than neighbouring local authorities. 

I welcomed last year’s recommendation that restricted increases to the basic members allowance to 2.5%.
I was less comfortable with the higher increases recommended for a range of special responsibility allowances.

For the 2010 scheme I would ask that you take into account the ongoing poor state of the British economy and the pressures being placed on both local government and individual finances by the continuing recession.

I have noted that the general level of wage settlements, including those for local government employees, remain low. 

I reiterate the point I made last year that as local councillors we number amongst the “leaders of our community” and as such I believe that we should be sensitive to how increases in any members’ allowances appear to the local taxpayer.

I would therefore ask that the panel applies considerable restraint when making this year’s recommendation and suggests no increases in allowances.
Many thanks for considering my views.

Yours Faithfully

Councillor Richard Clemerson

Cheshunt North Ward
